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The larvae live mostly in the stems of grasses, but some are
found mining the leaves of sugar and beet; and others in galls
on grasses.
Several pests are recorded from this family, chiefly on cereals;
but 0semis thece in India mines the leaves of tea and another
attacks coffee in Java and Ceylon.
Oscinella frit causes much damage to rye, oats, barley, wheat,
maize and grasses. Most damage is done to oats in Europe
and to winter wheat in the United States.
The flies emerge some time between the end of March and
mid-June : chiefly mid-April to mid-May in this country.
Twenty to seventy eggs are laid by the female on the stems,
or on the leaves near the stems. In three to seven days they
hatch, and the larvae eat away the heart of the plant, causing
the stem above to wither away. In two to five weeks they
pupate, and in eight to fourteen days the second brood appears
(June, July). The eggs of this brood are laid in the sheaths of
the ears, on the panicles or on wild grasses (Collin, 1918).
There are usually three broods in the year, the last appearing
any time from August to December. In S. Russia four and
five broods have been recorded, and also from N. America
(Aldrich, 1920).
The best preventive measures seem to be late winter -sowing
and early spring sowing, with a top dressing of sodium nitrate
when the plants are through.
Chlorops tceniopm, the gout-fly, attacks wheat, rye, and
particularly barley in Europe and has a history similar to
the frit-fly. Meromyza and Scaptomyza occur in the United
States on cereals.
Chloropisca circumdata also attacks cereals in Europe.
Occasionally it is a nuisance in country houses, swarming on                  ; I
the ceilings of the topmost rooms.    They come in when the                ,|j
weather begins to get chilly in the autumn, but after a time                 ' *
they disappear : they do not hibernate in the house.
There is a species in India, Siphonella funicola, the eye-fly,
which has a habit of flying just in front of one's eyes. In
South America and Fiji a similar form gets into the eyes
of domestic animals, and may be a factor in spreading eye
disease there.
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